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of us. We, even we here, hold the power
and bear the responsibility.”

Lincoln didn’t say that on one side of
the battle lay a Democratic victory,
and on the other side a Republican de-
feat, or vice versa. Lincoln didn’t say
that this was a victory achieved with-
out great compromise. Lincoln didn’t
say, if you do things my way, with my
party, we’ll win this one. He told the
story of a Nation that faced terrible
consequences and yet still had the ex-
traordinary foresight and fortitude to
charge ahead toward a victory that in-
cluded compromise.

“We shall nobly save, or meanly lose,
the last best hope of Earth.” His warn-
ing stands today.

——————

HEADS UP AMERICA

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GARAMENDI. Heads up America.
This isn’t just about raising the debt
limit; this is about fundamental
change in all the things that we hold
dear here in America.

If you care about Medicare for your
parents, or if you happen to be 65, pay
attention to what’s going to be on this
floor in the next couple of hours. If you
think Social Security is important to
you or to your parents and to your fu-
ture as the foundation for your pen-
sion, pay attention to what’s going on
here. Because have no doubts, America,
that the Republican Party is putting
forth, using the debt limit as a lever,
putting in place fundamental changes
in Medicare, basically looking to ter-
minate Medicare as we know it, and
changing Social Security so that it is
no longer the foundation for your pen-
sions.

Heads up America. Watch carefully,
because the Republican Party is going
right at the very heart of the most sta-
ble and most important parts of every
retiree’s future. Pay attention. Pay at-
tention. Because this is a critical mo-
ment.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are advised to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

WE NEED A BIPARTISAN DEBT
COMPROMISE

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I've heard many of my Repub-
lican friends claim that providing the
private sector with certainty and then
getting out of its way is one of the
ways Congress spurs economic recov-
ery. Unfortunately, Speaker BOEHNER’S
plan does neither of those two things.
It delays a catastrophic default only
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for a short time, keeping this crisis
going before requiring the same cha-
rade in 6 months time.

If House Republicans are so unwilling
to consider compromise today, if they
eschew the bipartisan compromise
that’s proposed under Simpson Bowles,
the Biden Group, and the bipartisan
Gang of Six, why should the American
people have any faith that when they
come back in 6 months they will be
more willing to compromise?

Where the Boehner plan fails, the
Senate proposal provides economic cer-
tainty to the American economy
through 2012, while protecting Medi-
care, Medicaid, and Social Security
from the drastic cuts the Boehner plan
envisions. And according to the CBO,
the Senate plan’s $2.2 trillion in deficit
reduction is more than double the
Boehner plan of $915 billion.

The American people have spoken,
Mr. Speaker, in poll after poll, on our
phones, in our emails and at our of-
fices. Get a bipartisan compromise
now.

————

VOTE “NO” ON DEBT CEILING
LEGISLATION

(Mr. MCcCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong opposition to the majority’s
debt ceiling proposal.

Democrats and Republicans agree
that raising the Federal debt is
unsustainable, that the default is abso-
lutely unacceptable, and that we must
set our country on a course of fiscal re-
sponsibility. But the majority’s unwill-
ingness to propose a solution that has
any chance of working is putting our
economy at risk and threatening the
wage earners and senior citizens of
America. We can find good solutions,
but this bill is not the way.

Now, in the few days that we have
left, it will take all of us working to-
gether to find sensible solutions. Amer-
icans expect leadership from the Presi-
dent to solve this budget stalemate,
and alternatives to the bill do exist.

Americans want jobs, jobs, jobs and a
responsible budget. There is a better
approach that protects wage earners
and senior citizens. I urge my col-
leagues to oppose this legislation we
are considering today.

———

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
LEBANON—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 112-47)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
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for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed no-
tice stating that the national emer-
gency declared with respect to the ac-
tions of certain persons to undermine
the sovereignty of Lebanon or its
democratic processes and institutions
is to continue in effect beyond August
1, 2011.

Certain ongoing activities, such as
continuing arms transfers to Hizballah
that include increasingly sophisticated
weapons systems, serve to undermine
Lebanese sovereignty, contribute to
political and economic instability in
the region, and continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the
national security and foreign policy of
the United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency de-
clared on August 1, 2007, to deal with
that threat and the related measures
adopted on that date to respond to the
emergency.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 28, 2011.

———
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF S. 627, BUDGET CONTROL ACT
OF 2011

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 375 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 375

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (S. 627) to establish the
Commission on Freedom of Information Act
Processing Delays. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The amendment in the nature of a substitute
printed in part A of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion, modified by the amendments printed in
part B of that report, shall be considered as
adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against
provisions in the bill, as amended, are
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) two hours of debate, with one hour
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Rules, 30 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Ways
and Means, and 30 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the
Budget; and (2) one motion to recommit with
or without instructions.

SEC. 2. (a) It shall be in order at any time
through the calendar day of July 31, 2011, for
the Speaker to entertain motions that the
House suspend the rules if the legislative
text that is the object of the motion was
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